
© LEDES.org | All Rights Reserved Worldwide 1

September 7, 2023

LEDES Oversight Committee
LEDES API v.2 Objects

THE STANDARD IN LEGAL DATA EXCHANGE LEDES.org



Introducing LEDES API version 2

Design

• REST

• JSON Objects

Automate invoice

• Creation

• Status reporting

• Error handling

• Adjustments

• Payments

Compatibility

• LEDES 98BI

• LEDES XML 2.2.1
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JSON Automated Invoice

• Changes names of some objects

– Vendor not Law Firm

– Business not Client

• Reimagines invoice structure

• Intended only for use with API

– No manual editing

– Machine logic, not human logic

• Changes invoice logic

• Drops numerous segments in the XML format

• Removes “bloat” that should be in the matter management system and not the ebill

© LEDES.org | All Rights Reserved 3



JSON Automated Invoice
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Different from XML 2.2.1

XML 2.2.1 Format    JSON Format      
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Lightweight JSON 
objects enable full API 
automation, replacing 
manual management of 
Legal Invoice file 
segments and reducing 
errors from potential 
duplication of key data 
elements



Leveraging JSON Objects

Simplify API calls and the 

data structure required to 

support application integration 

using JSON objects.  The 

Invoice Object works seamlessly 

with multiple objects including:

• Business (Client)

• Vendor (Law Firm)

• Matter

• Location

• Timekeeper Profile

• Timekeeper Transaction
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v.2 Supported Object Functions

Object Function API Call Description
Business Send Business 

information
Post business detail using the business object to e-billing portal using the businessId assigned in 
a prior exchange between the business and the e-billing provider.

Business Get Businesses Get business details that can be referenced in subsequent calls. The response is a list of business 
IDs and business names the vendor is authorized to work with on the e-billing portal.

Business Get Business 
Information

Get information for a business by passing a valid businessId.  The response is a business object, 
which is a fairly complex object supporting a variety of information about the business (client). 

Vendor Send Vendor 
information

Post vendor detail using the vendor object to the e-billing portal using the vendor ID assigned in 
a prior exchange between the vendor and the e-billing provider.

Vendor Get Vendors Get vendor details that can be referenced in subsequent calls. The response is a list of vendor 
IDs and vendor names the business is authorized to work with on the e-billing portal.

Vendor Get Vendor Information Get information for a vendor by passing a valid vendorId.  The response is a vendor object, 
which is a fairly complex object supporting a variety of information about the vendor (legal 
service provider). 

Location Send Location Authorized users send location detail to e-billing portal using a unique location identifier 
assigned in their native system or assigned in a prior exchange with the  e-billing provider.  
Regardless of identifier source, all location IDs will be unique and associated by identifier with a 
unique Vendor, Business, or Matter record. The location object will be used in this call.

Location Get Location 
information

Get information for a location by passing a valid locationId, found in a business, vendor, or 
matter object (for example, the location for a deposition under a matter that was not conducted 
at a vendor or business location).  The response is a location object, which is a fairly complex 
object supporting a variety of information about the location for a business, vendor, or matter. 
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v.2 Supported Object Functions

Object Function API Call Description

Matter Send Business Matter 
Info

Business sends information about a matter using the matter object defined in this specification and 
their business ID to avoid any confusion in business system naming conventions.  All matter IDs must 
be unique, however, this may require a combination of business ID and matter ID.

Matter Get Matters Get a list of matters for a specific business that can be referenced in subsequent calls. This is the 
active set of matters the vendor can invoice. The response includes a matterId generated or stored 
by the e-billing system and the business’s matter name, as submitted by the business using the Send 
Business Matter Info call.

Only matters authorized for vendor access will be returned.
Matter Get Matter Information Get details for a specific matter from a specific business.  The response is a matter object, which is a 

fairly complex object supporting a variety of information about the business matter. 

Timekeeper Send Timekeeper Info Send the vendor information about timekeepers using the timekeeperProfile object defined in this 
specification.

Timekeeper Get Timekeeper Info Get a list of timekeepers for a specific vendor that can be referenced in subsequent calls. 

Timekeeper Send Timekeeper Rates Send billing rates and related details for a specific timekeeper at a specific vendor using the 
timekeeperTransaction object. 

Timekeeper Get Timekeeper Rates Get the rates and related detail for a specific timekeeper with a specific vendor.   The response is a 
timekeeperTransaction object. 

Timekeeper Send Proposed 
Timekeeper Rate Status

Send the status of the proposed new timekeeper rate, once the business has approved or rejected 
the proposed rate.  The details for the new proposed rate are stored in the timekeeperTransaction 
object named in this call.  This call is optional and is not a requirement for the API.

Timekeeper Get Proposed 
Timekeeper Rate Status

Get the status of the proposed new timekeeper rate, once the business has approved or rejected the 
proposed rate.  The details for the new proposed rate are stored in the timekeeperTransaction 
object named in this call.  This call is optional and is not a requirement for the API.
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v.2 Supported Object Functions

Object Function API Call Description

Invoice 
Automation

Send Invoice (LEDES 
JSON)

Create and send an invoice using the LEDES invoice object. The invoiceType value must be set to 
"invoice".  Returns an invoiceId. 

Invoice 
Automation

Get Invoices (LEDES 
JSON)

Get invoice details that can be referenced in subsequent calls. The response is a list of invoice IDs with 
associated vendors the business is authorized to work with on the e-billing portal.

Invoice 
Automation

Get Invoice (LEDES JSON) Get information for an invoice by passing a valid invioceId.  The response is an invoice object, which is 
a fairly complex object supporting a variety of information about the invoice. 

Invoice 
Automation

Resubmit invoice Submit an invoice that was previously rejected using the invoice object. The invoiceType value must 
be set to "resubmit". The original invoice must be identified in the relatedInvoiceID field of the 
invoice object. The invDescr field in the invoice object should be used to explain why the invoice is 
being resubmitted. 

It is recommended that the invoice number of the resubmitted invoice be similar to the original 
invoice, but the invoice number must still be unique. The receiving application can put a limit on how 
many times a sending system can resubmit an invoice.

Invoice 
Automation

Appeal Invoice Submit an invoice that was previously submitted and partially paid using the invoice object. The 
invoiceType value must be set to "appeal",  Only the line items that were rejected and weren’t paid 
should be submitted in the appeal invoice. For line items that were adjusted and partially paid the 
appeal invoice should only include the additional amount being appealed. The original invoice must 
be identified using the relatedInvoiceID field. The comment element should be used to explain why 
the line items of the original invoice are being appealed. 

It is recommended that the invoice number of the appeal invoice be similar to the original invoice, but 
the invoice number must still be unique.

Invoice 
Automation

Adjust Invoice Submit an adjustment to a previously submitted invoice using the invoiceAdjustment object.  This 
invoiceAdjustment object describes an adjustment on an invoice. 

NOTE: An array of invoiceAdjustment objects can be referenced in the invoiceStatus object which is 
returned in the Get Invoice Status call if the invoice has any adjustments applied.
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v.2 Supported Object Functions

Object Function API Call Description

Invoice AutomationSend Invoice Attachment Send an attachment for a previously submitted invoice by invoiceId, using the attachment object. 
Multiple calls can be made for the same invoiceId to send multiple attachments for an invoice. 
NOTE: The attachment file can be optionally encrypted. 

Invoice AutomationGet Invoice Attachments Get a list of attachments for a specific invoice that can be referenced in subsequent calls.  The response 
includes attachmentIds and optional attachment names associated with the invoiceId.  
NOTE: Attachment files can be optionally encrypted.

Invoice AutomationGet Attachment with 
information

Get an attachment for a previously submitted invoice by invoiceId and attachmentId.  The response is 
the attachment file and associated attachment object.  Multiple calls can be made for the same 
invoiceId to send multiple attachments for an invoice. 
NOTE: The attachment file can be optionally encrypted. 

Invoice AutomationSend the status of an 
invoice

Send the status of an invoice (from the receiving system). Requires passing a valid invoiceId. The 
response is an InvoiceStatus object, which is a fairly complex object supporting a variety of information 
about the invoice. 

Invoice AutomationGet the status of an 
invoice

Get the status of an invoice. Requires passing a valid invoiceId. The response is an  InvoiceStatus object, 
which is a fairly complex object supporting a variety of information about the invoice. 

Invoice AutomationGet invoice status 
changes

Get the status of an invoice and evaluate the response object for net change, based on the 
statusDateTime value returned. Successful determination of net change requires two or more calls to 
retrieve invoiceStatus, storage of the statusDateTime value, and logic in the receiving system to 
compare the returned values.  This call is optional and is not a requirement for the API.

Invoice AutomationInvoice Payment Send payment information using the invoicePayment object.

Invoice AutomationInvoice Payment Get payment information using the invoicePayment object.
Invoice AutomationDelete Invoice Delete the previously submitted invoice. This call can only be performed on an invoice prior to getting 

to the Approved or Rejected status. 
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v.2 Supported Object Functions

Object Function API Call Description

Invoice LEDES File Send Invoice LEDES file Send an invoice using one of the existing LEDES file formats (i.e.. LEDES XML) as a file. This is the main 
method to send an existing LEDES invoice file. The LEDES file can be optionally encrypted.

NOTE: It is already required that all data be encrypted in transit, so this would be additional encryption 
of the LEDES file, which would then require a mechanism for the receiving system to be able to 
unencrypt the LEDES file. If encrypted, the encryption method is part of the system setup. Returns an 
invoiceID, receivedDateTime, and errors (see response). The invoiceID is used for subsequent API calls 
to send an attachment for the invoice or to get the status of the invoice. The vendor for the invoice 
should be identified by the authentication and checked against the vendor identified within the LEDES 
files.

NOTE: Modern e-Invoice APIs support sending invoices and invoice data directly within a REST call 
using a JSON invoice structure. A JSON Invoice standard for full invoice automation has been defined 
and released with v2 of the specification.  Please refer to the Invoice Automation option within this 
specification for an alternate method to exchange invoice details and manage actions (corresponding 
JSON calls).

NOTE: This API assumes each LEDES file will only contain a single Invoice.
Invoice LEDES File Send Invoice LEDES file 

Accrual

Invoice LEDES File Send Invoice LEDES file
Shadow

Invoice LEDES File Send Invoice LEDES file
Resubmit

Invoice LEDES File Send Invoice LEDES file
Appeal

Invoice LEDES File Send Invoice LEDES file
Replace
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v.2 Supported Object Functions

Object Function API Call Description

Invoice LEDES File Send Invoice Attachment Send an attachment for a previously submitted invoice by invoiceId. Multiple calls can be made for 
the same invoiceId to send multiple attachments for an invoice. The attachment file can be optionally 
encrypted. Returns an attachmentID, receivedDateTime, and errors.

Invoice LEDES File Get Invoice Attachment Get an attachment for a previously submitted invoice by invoiceId. Multiple calls can be made for the 
same invoiceId to send multiple attachments for an invoice. The attachment file can be optionally 
encrypted. Returns an attachmentID, receivedDateTime, and errors.

Invoice LEDES File Send the Status of an 
Invoice (LEDES file based)

Get the status of an invoice. Requires passing a valid invoiceID. The response is an  invoiceStatus 
object, which is a fairly complex object supporting a variety of information about the invoice. 

Invoice LEDES File Get the Status of an 
Invoice (LEDES file based)

Get the status of an invoice. Requires passing a valid invoiceID. The response is an  invoiceStatus 
object, which is a fairly complex object supporting a variety of information about the invoice. 

Invoice LEDES File Get Invoice Status 
Changes

Get the status of an invoice and evaluate the response object for net change, based on the 
statusDateTime value returned. Successful determination of net change requires two or more calls to 
retrieve invoiceStatus, storage of the statusDateTime value, and logic in the receiving system to 
compare the returned values.  This call is optional and is not a requirement for the API.

Invoice LEDES File Invoice Payment Send payment information using the InvoicePayment object.

Invoice LEDES File Invoice Payment Get payment information using the invoicePayment object.
Invoice LEDES File Delete Invoice Delete the previously submitted invoice. This call can only be performed on an invoice prior to getting 

to the Approved or Rejected status. 
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Next Steps

• Finalize recommendations before month’s end

• LEDES Oversight Committee members meeting scheduled 30 August 2023

• Set up public comment survey on API v.2

– Gather feedback

– Respond to comments

– Revise where necessary

• Subcommittee Chair presents API documentation and actions by subcommittee to LOC Standards 
Director for review of process

– If process has been followed, present documentation to Board for ratification

• Pro-forma ratification:  Board can only request changes to how information presented; substantive changes are not allowed

• Board approves standard

• API v.2 posted to LEDES.org
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LEDES API Testing Platform

• LOC will create and maintain an API Testing Platform for the purpose of establishing standardized API 
connections

• The platform will be maintained for a minimum of 5 years 

• Vendor providing platform:  LogicShark

• Estimated cost:  $32,700 over 5 years

• Testing platform will not support LEDES 2000 in furtherance of the LOC Board announcement that the 
format is no longer supported and will be removed from the web site in 2024
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API Testing Platform

Tasks Completed

• Initial outreach to Law Firm 

• Test platform that includes v.1 functionality is complete

• Documented LOC’s test environment requirements, including a test client, test law firms 
with timekeepers and rates, and test matters

– Each participating vendor will need to create sandbox reflecting test environment

• 60+ Use-cases defined (LEDES 98B, 98BI, XML 2.0.4, 2.1.4 and 2.2.1) to ensure the full breadth 
of functionality of the LEDES data exchange formats is supported by both types of systems

Tasks Underway

• 60+ test files supporting use cases to be finalized.

• Working group formed to create instructions to LF Vendor systems on how they can 
leverage information returned by API (Jim Hannigan)

Tasks Not Yet Started

• Create additional use-cases to support non-LEDES file transmission functions

• Follow-up with vendors again
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THANK YOU
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